St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Fort Wayne, Indiana

Third Sunday in Lent
March 8, 2026
9:30 a.m.
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1 Je - sus, ref - uge of the wea-ry, Blest Re - deem - er,
2 Do we pass that cross un-heed-ing, Breath-ing no re -
3 Je - sus, may our hearts be burn-ing With more fer - vent
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whom we love, Foun - tain in life’s des - ert drea - ry, Sav - ior
pen - tant vow, Though we see You wound-ed, bleed-ing, See Your
love for You; May our eyes be ev - er turn - ing To be -
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from the world a - bove: Of - ten have Your eyes, of - fend - ed,
thorn-en - cir - cled brow? Yet Your sin - less death has brought us
hold Your cross a - new Till in glo-ry, part-ed nev - er
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Gazed up - on the sin - ner’s fall; Yet up - on the
Life e - ter - nal, peace, and rest; On - ly what Your
From the Dbless - ed Sav - ior’s side, Grav - en in our
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cross ex - tend - ed, You have borne the pain of all
grace has taught us  Calms the sin - ner’s deep dis - tress.
hearts for - ev - er, Dwell the cross, the Cru - ci - fied.

Text: Girolamo Savonarola, 1452-98; tr. Jane F. Wilde, 1826-96, alt. Tune: Erbaulicher Musicalischer Christen-Schatz, 1745, Basel



Confession and Absolution

(P} In the name of the Father and of the ~}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
(P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all

unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
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(P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the ~- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Kyrie
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men.

Salutatio’? and Collect of the Day
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(P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

(P) Letus pray.
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from Your ways and bring
them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
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Old Testament Reading Exodus 17:1-7
LAl the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin by stages, according to the

commandment of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2Therefore the
people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with
me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3But the people thirsted there for water, and the people grumbled against Moses and
said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?”” So Moses cried
to the LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” >And the LORD said to Moses,
“Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you
struck the Nile, and go. ®Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and
water shall come out of it, and the people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. ’And he
called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they
tested the LORD by saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Romans 5:1-8

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2Through
him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
3More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, “and endurance produces
character, and character produces hope, *and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into
our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

SFor while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. “For one will scarcely die for a righteous
person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8but God shows his love for us in that while
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Verse for Lent
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stead-fast love, and a - bound - ing in stead - fast love.
Holy Gospel John 4:5-26

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter.

Glo -ry to Youu O Lord.

5[Jesus] came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. éJacob’s well
was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour.

"There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8(For his disciples had gone
away into the city to buy food.) °The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me,
a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 1%Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of
God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would have asked him, and he would have given you
living water.” *'The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you
get that living water? *2Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his
sons and his livestock.” *3Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, **but whoever
drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty forever. The water that I will give him will become in him a
spring of water welling up to eternal life.” **The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be
thirsty or have to come here to draw water.”

16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” Y'The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus
said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; ‘#for you have had five husbands, and the one you now have
is not your husband. What you have said is true.” 1*The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet.
20Qur fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.”
2Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you
worship the Father. 22You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews.



23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the
Father is seeking such people to worship him. 2*God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and
truth.” 2°The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell
us all things.” ?6Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

855 For All the Faithful Women Stanzas 1, 10, 3
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1 For all the faith-ful wom - en Who served in days of old,
2 Re - call the out-cast wom - an With whom the Lord con-versed;
3 0 God, for saints and ser - vants,Thosenamed and those un-known
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To You shall thanks be giv - en; To all, their sto - ry told.
Christ gave her liv - ing wa - ter To quench her deep - est thirst.
In  whomthrough all the a - ges Your light of glo - ry shone,
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They served with strength and glad - ness In tasks Your wis-dom gave.
Like hers, our hearts are yearn-ing; Christ of - fers us His Word.
We of - fer glad thanks-giv - ing And fer - ventprayer we raise
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To You their lives bore wit-ness, Pro-claimed Your pow’r to save.

Then may our lips be bumn-ing To wit - ness to our Lord.
That, faith-ful in Your ser-vice,Our lives may sing Yourpraise.

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923-2007, alt. Tune: Finnish, 19th cent. Text: © 1993, 1997, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001620

Sermon

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.



And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life -1~ of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
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vows to the Lord nowin the pres-ence of all His peo-ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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And al - so with you.



(P) Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.
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(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

(P)

[
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave
His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal
feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your

only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us
with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.



Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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sin of the world; grant us peace.



430 My Song Is Love Unknown
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1 My song is love un - known, My Sav - ior’s love to
2 He came from His blest throne Sal - va - tion to be-
3 Some-times they strew His way And  His sweet prais - es
4 Why, what hath my Lord done? What makes this rage and
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me, Love to the love - less shown That they might love - ly
stow; But men made strange, and none The longed - for Christ would
sing; Re - sound-ing all the day Ho - san - nas to their
spite? He made the lame to run, He gave the blind their
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be. Oh, who am I That for my sake
know. But, oh, my friend, My friend in - deed,
King. Then “Cru - ci - fy!” Is all  their breath,
sight. Sweet in - ju - ries! Yet they at these
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My Lord should take Frail flesh and die?
Who at my need His life did spend!
And for His death They thirst and cry.
Them-selves  dis - please And  ’gainst Him rise.

5  They rise and needs will have
My dear Lord made away;
A murderer they save,
The Prince of Life they slay.
Yet cheerful He
To suff’ring goes
That He His foes
From thence might free.

6 Inlife no house, no home

My Lord on earth might have;
In death no friendly tomb

But what a stranger gave.
What may | say?

Heav’n was His home

But mine the tomb
Wherein He lay.

7  Here might | stay and sing,

No story so divine!

Never was love, dear King,
Never was grief like Thine.

This is my friend,
In whose sweet praise
I all my days

Could gladly spend!

Text: Samuel Crossman, c. 1624-1683 Tune: John N. Ireland, 1879-1962
Tune: © John Ireland Trust. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001620



543 WhaiI:’ Wondrous Love Is This
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1 What won-drous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! What
2 When 1 was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, sink-ing down, When
3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; To
4 And when from death I'm free, [I'll sing on, I'll sing on; And
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won-drous love is this, O my soul! What won-drous love is this That
I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, When I  was sink-ing down Be -
God and to the Lamb I will sing; To God and to the Lamb, Who
when from death I'm free, I'll sing on. And when from death I'm free, I’ll
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caused the Lord of bliss To bear the dread-ful curse for my
neath God’s righ - teous frown, Christ laid a - side His crown for my
1S the great I AM, While mil-lions join the theme, I will
sing His love for me, And through e - ter - ni - ty TI'll sing
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soul, for my soul, To bear the dread-ful curse for my soul!
soul, for my soul, Christ laid a - side His crown for my soul.
sing, I will sing, While mil-lions join the theme, I will sing.
on, I'll sing on, And through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing on.
Text: A General Selection of . . . Hymns and Spiritual Songs, 1811, Lynchburg, alt. Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven
609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive Stanzas 1-6
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1Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive; Oh, may all this
2 We de - serve but grief and shame, Yet His words, rich
3 Sheep that from the fold did stray No  true shep - herd
4 1, a sin - ner, come to Thee With a pen - 1 -
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say - ing pon - der Who in sin’s de - lu-sions live
grace re - veal - ing, Par - don, peace, and life pro-claim;
e’er for - sak - eth; Wea - ry souls that lost their way
tent con - fes - sion. Sav - ior, mer - cy show to me;
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And from God and heav-en wan - der! Here is hope for
Here our ills have per- fect heal - ing. Firm - ly in these
Christ, the Shep-herd, gent-1ly tak - eth In His arms that
Grant for all my sins re-mis - sion. Let these words my
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all  who grieve: Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive.
words be - lieve: Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive.
they may live: Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive.
soul re - lieve: Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive.

5 Oh, how blest it is to know:
Were as scarlet my transgression,
It shall be as white as snow



By Thy blood and bitter passion;
For these words | now believe:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

6  Now my conscience is at peace;
From the Law | stand acquitted.
Christ hath purchased my release
And my ev’ry sin remitted.
Naught remains my soul to grieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671-1756
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstéadtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, Darmstadt

Nunc Dimittis
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Lord, now You let Your ser-vant go in peace; Your word has been ful -
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.




BenedictA'on
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(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you

and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *}+ give you peace.
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Him I cleave: Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive.

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671-1756 Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstadtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, Darmstadt
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God’s People at Prayer

“TAKE-ALONG FOR HOME DEVOTIONS”

Readings from Holy Scripture
The following can be read in the morning and evening, as suggested here,
or in any way that best works with your schedule.

Morning Prayer Evening Prayer

Sunday Gen 27:30-45; 28:10-22  Mark 9:1-13
Monday Gen 29:1-30 Mark 9:14-32
Tuesday Gen 35:1-29 Mark 9:33-50
Wednesday Gen 37:1-36 Mark 10:1-12
Thursday Gen 39:1-23 Mark 10:13-31
Friday Gen 40:1-23 Mark 10:32-52
Saturday Gen 41:1-27 Mark 11:1-19

Small Catechism
What is Baptism?
Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included
in God's command and combined with God's word.

Which is that word of God?

Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew:
"Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit" (Matthew 28:19).

Large Catechism

Note the distinction, then: Baptism is a very different thing from all
other water, not by virtue of the natural substance but because here
something nobler is added. God himself stakes his honor, his power,
and his might on it. Therefore it is not simply a natural water, but a
divine, heavenly, holy, and blessed water—praise it in any other
terms you can—all by virtue of the Word, which is a heavenly, holy
Word which no one can sufficiently extol, for it contains and
conveys all the fullness of God. From the Word it derives its nature
as a sacrament, as St. Augustine taught, that when the Word is added
to the element or the natural substance, it becomes a sacrament, that
is, a holy, divine thing and sign. In the same manner, and even much
more, you should honor and exalt Baptism on account of the Word,
since God himself has honored it by words and deeds and has
confirmed it by wonders from heaven. Do you think it was a jest that
the heavens opened when Christ allowed himself to be baptized, that
the Holy Spirit descended visibly,1 and that the divine glory and
majesty were manifested everywhere?

For Next Sunday
Isaiah 42:14-21; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41

Daily Prayer
Kyrie
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Prayer for Others and Ourselves

For each day of the week, let the following topics guide your prayer. Also
include members from the congregation as listed under “Intercessions and
Thanksgivings” on the insert sheet.

Sunday: For the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of
faith nourished by the Word and the Sacraments.

Monday: For faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for
one’s calling and daily work; for the unemployed; for the
salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges,
and seminaries; for good government and for peace.

Tuesday: For deliverance against temptation and evil; for the
addicted and despairing, the tortured and oppressed; for those
struggling with sin.

Wednesday: For marriage and family, that husbands and wives,
parents and children live in ordered harmony according to the
Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our
communities and neighborhoods.

Thursday: For the Church and her pastors; for teachers,
deaconesses, and other church workers; for missionaries and for
all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the
blessed Sacrament of Christ’s body and blood.

Friday: For the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ and for the spread of His knowledge throughout the
whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and
dying.

Saturday: For faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who
are withering in the faith or have fallen away; for receptive
hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors
and people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s
holy gifts.

Lord’s Prayer

Final Collect

O Lord, in Holy Baptism You have called us to be Your own that
we might live in righteousness and purity forever. Help us daily to
treasure this divine gift so that we may continually grow in Your
favor as You work in us forgiveness and life; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord.

Hymn
God’s own child, I gladly say it:
I am baptized into Christ!
He, because I could not pay it,
Gave my full redemption price.
Do I need earth’s treasures many?
I have one worth more than any
That brought me salvation free
Lasting to eternity! (LSB 594:1)



