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count but loss And pour con-tempt on all my  pride.
charm me most, I sac - ri - fice them to His blood.
sor - row meet Or thorns com - pose  so rich a crown?
SO di - vine, De - mands my soul, my life, my all!

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872



Confession and Absolution

(P} In the name of the Father and of the ~}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
(P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all

unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
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(P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the ~- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
ﬂ [—

[ 1 — | | I I N}

b [ | | I I N

S e G —1

D)

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men.

Salutatio’? and Collect of the Day
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(P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

(P) Letus pray.
O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power defend us from all adversities that
may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Old Testament Reading Genesis 12:1-9
The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will
show you. 2And I will make of you a great nation, and | will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a

blessing. 3l will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the
earth shall be blessed.”

4S0 Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he
departed from Haran. >And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had
gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came
to the land of Canaan, 8Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the
Canaanites were in the land. “Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So
he built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8From there he moved to the hill country on the east of
Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the LORD and
called upon the name of the LORD. °And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb.



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Romans 4:1-8, 13-17
'What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? 2For if Abraham was
justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham
believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” “Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a
gift but as his due. >And to the one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as
righteousness, 8just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from
works:

"“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven,
and whose sins are covered;
8blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” . . .

13For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come through the law but
through the righteousness of faith. *4For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the
promise is void. For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression.

6That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—
not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, ’as
it is written, “T have made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who
gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Verse for Lent
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stead-fast love, and a - bound - ing in stead - fast love.

Holy Gospel John 3:1-17
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

!Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This man came to Jesus by night and
said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless
God is with him.” 3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom
of God.” *Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is 0ld? Can he enter a second time into his
mother’s womb and be born?” SJesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he
cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.” 8The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound,
but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”



Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” %Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet
you do not understand these things? " Truly, truly, | say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what
we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 2If | have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can
you believe if I tell you heavenly things? *No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven,
the Son of Man. **And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, *°that
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

18“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life. 1"For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be
saved through him.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

708 Lord, Thee | Love with All My Heart The choir sings stanza 2.
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heart for sor - row break, My trust in Thee can noth-ing shake.
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and my fount of grace. Lord Je - sus Christ, my prayer at -
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Lord, my God and Lord, For - sake me not! I trust Thy Word.
Lord, my God and Lord, In death Thy com - fort still af - ford.
tend, my prayer at - tend, And I will praise Thee with - out end.

Text: Martin Schalling, 1532-1608; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt. Tune: Zwey Bucher . . . Tabulatur, 1577, Strassburg

Sermon

Nicene Creed

| believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I~ of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Offering

Offertory
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me? I will of - fer thesac-ri-fice of thanks-giv-ing and will
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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(P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

[
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P) Itistruly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave
His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal
feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:



Sanctus
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who

comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your
only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us
with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
asitis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P] Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”



Pax Domini
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(P] The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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1 All Chris-tians who have been bap-tized, Who know the God of
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4 In Bap-tism we now put on Christ— Our shame is ful - ly
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cep - tion, Con-demned and lost with all the earth, None good, with -
ev - er. The wa - ter of your Bap-tism day Re - stored a -
cov - ered With all that He once sac -ri-ficed And free - ly
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for us suf - fered. For here the flood of His own blood Now
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gifts He gives to ev - ’ry - one Bap-tized in - to ChristJe - sus!
in - ward from the high-est good, You con-stant-ly de - nied Him.
all our sin - ful selves em-ployed Ac - cord-ing to our na - ture.
makes us ho - ly, right, and good Be - fore ourheav’'n-ly Fa - ther.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; tr. Jon D. Vieker, 1961 Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg
Text: © 2004 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001620



625 Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread
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In hun - ger 1 ad - dress You. Pre - pare me well
Your wound-ed hand now feed me. Though wea-ry, sin -
In sor - row and con - tri - tion. Your righ-teous - ness,
O Lord, do not for - sake me. In my dis - tress
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ful, sick, and weak, Ref - uge in You a - lone 1 seek,
Lord, cov - er me That I re-ceive You wor - thi - ly,
this com-forts me That You re-ceive me gra-cious - ly,
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Give me Your grace and mer - cy.
To  share Your cup of heal - ing.
As - sured of Your full par - don.
O  Christ, my Lord of mer - cy!
Text: Johann Rist, 1607-67; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806-74, alt. Tune: Theltsch kirchen ampt, 1525, Strassburg
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1Je - sus, grant that balm and heal-ing In  Your ho - ly
2 Should some lust or sharp temp - ta - tion Fas - ci - nate my
31If the world my heart en - tic - es With the broad and
4 Ev - ’ry wound that pains or grieves me By Your wounds, Lord,
50 my God, my rock and tow - er, Grant that in Your
0 . . . p—
— | I | | | 1 I |
e e — — S— ——— A 7 E——— o ——
[NV | | I & | || L2 & 1 Il
o T T et T i i & T '
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sin - ful mind, Draw me to Your cross and pas-sion, And new
eas - y road, With se - duc-tive, sin-ful vi- ces, Let me
is made whole; When I’m faint, Your cross re - vives me, Grant - ing
death I  trust, Know-ing death has lost its pow - er Since You
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bod - y and of mind. Should some e - vil thought with - in
cour - age I shall find. Or should Sa - tan press me hard,
weigh the aw - ful load You were will -ing  to en - dure.
new life to my soul. Yes, Your com-fort ren - ders sweet
crushed it in the dust. Sav - ior, let Your ag - o - ny
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Tempt my treach-’rous heart to sin, Show the per - il, and from
Let me then be on my guard, Say - ing, “Christ for me was

Help me flee all thoughts im - pure And to mas - ter each temp-

Ev - ’ry bit - ter cup I meet; For Your all - a - ton - ing
Ev - er help and com - fort me; When I die be my pro-
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sin - ning Keep me from its first be - gin - ning.
wound - ed,” That the tempt - er flee con-found - ed.
ta - tion, Calm in prayer and med - i - ta -  tion.
pas - sion Has pro - cured my soul’s sal - va -  tion.
tec - tion, Light and life and res - ur - rec - tion.

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. composite, alt. Tune: Johann Balthasar Kénig, 1691-1758

Nunc Dimittis
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pared in the sight of ev-’ry peo-ple:

veal You to the na-tions andthe glo-ry of Your peo-pleIs-ra - el
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.




Benediction
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(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *}+ give you peace.
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you en - deav - or. Whennoth-ing else re - vives your soul, Your
own vo-ca - tion, Un - til that day when you pos - sess His
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Bap - tism stands and makes you whole And then in death com-pletes you.
glo - rious robe of righ-teous-ness Be-stowedon you for-ev - er!
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God’s People at Prayer

“TAKE-ALONG FOR HOME DEVOTIONS”

Readings from Holy Scripture
The following can be read in the morning and evening, as suggested here,
or in any way that best works with your schedule.

Morning Prayer Evening Prayer

Sunday Gen 16:1-9, 15—17:22 Mark 6:1-13
Monday Gen 18:1-15 Mark 6:14-34
Tuesday Gen 21:1-21 Mark 6:35-56
Wednesday Gen 22:1-19 Mark 7:1-23
Thursday  Gen 24:1-31 Mark 7:24-37
Friday Gen 24:32-52, 61-67 Mark 8:1-21
Saturday Gen 27:1-29 Mark 8:22-38

Small Catechism

What is Baptism?
Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included
in God's command and combined with God's word.

Which is that word of God?

Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew:
"Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit" (Matthew 28:19).

Large Catechism

Observe, first, that these words contain God’s commandment and
ordinance. You should not doubt, then, that Baptism is of divine
origin, not something devised or invented by men. As truly as | can
say that the Ten Commandments, the Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer
are not spun out of any man’s imagination but revealed and given by
God himself, so I can also boast that Baptism is no human plaything
but is instituted by God himself. Moreover, it is solemnly and strictly
commanded that we must be baptized or we shall not be saved. We
are not to regard it as an indifferent matter. It is of the greatest
importance that we regard Baptism as excellent, glorious, and
exalted. We ought to regard Baptism as much greater and more
precious because God has commanded it and, what is more, it is
performed in his name. So the words read, “Go, baptize,” not in your
name but “in God’s name.”

For Next Sunday
Exodus 17:1-7; Romans 5:1-8; John 4:5-26

Daily Prayer
Kyrie
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Prayer for Others and Ourselves

For each day of the week, let the following topics guide your prayer. Also
include members from the congregation as listed under “Intercessions and
Thanksgivings” on the insert sheet.

Sunday: For the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of
faith nourished by the Word and the Sacraments.

Monday: For faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for
one’s calling and daily work; for the unemployed; for the
salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges,
and seminaries; for good government and for peace.

Tuesday: For deliverance against temptation and evil; for the
addicted and despairing, the tortured and oppressed; for those
struggling with sin.

Wednesday: For marriage and family, that husbands and wives,
parents and children live in ordered harmony according to the
Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our
communities and neighborhoods.

Thursday: For the Church and her pastors; for teachers,
deaconesses, and other church workers; for missionaries and for
all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the
blessed Sacrament of Christ’s body and blood.

Friday: For the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ and for the spread of His knowledge throughout the
whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and
dying.

Saturday: For faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who
are withering in the faith or have fallen away; for receptive
hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors
and people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s

holy gifts.
Lord’s Prayer

Final Collect

O God, by the baptism of Your only-begotten Son You were pleased
to sanctify all streams of water. Grant that we who are born again of
water and the spirit may attain an entrance into the eternal joys of
heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Hymn
All Christians who have been baptized,
Who know the God of heaven,
And in whose daily life is prized
The name of Christ once given:
Consider now what God has done,

The gifts He gives to ev’ryone
Baptized into Christ Jesus! (LSB 596:1)



