St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Fort Wayne, Indiana

Third Sunday in Advent
December 14, 2025
9:30 a.m.

336 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending
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1 Lo! He comes with clouds de - scend - ing,
2Ev - 'ty eye shall now be - hold Him
3 Those dear to - kens of His pas - sion
4 Yea, a - men, let all a - dore Thee,
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Once for ev - ry sin - ner slain;
Robed in glo - rious maj - es - ty;
Still His daz - zling bod - y bears,
High on Thine e - ter - nal throne;
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Thou - sand thou - sand saints at - tend - ing
Those who set at naught and sold Him,
Cause of end - less ex - ul - ta - tion
Sav - ior, take the pow'’r and glo - 1y,
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Swell the tri - umph of His train:
Pierced and nailed Him to the tree,
To His ran - somed wor - ship - ers.

Claim the  king - dom as Thine own.
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Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia, al - le -
Deep - ly wail - ing, deep - ly wail - ing, deep - ly
With what rap - ture, with what rap - ture, with what
Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia, al - le -
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lu - ia! Christ  the Lord re - turns to reign.
wail - ing, Shall  their true Mes - si - ah see.
rap - ture Gaze we on those glo - rious  scars!
lu - 1a! Thou shalt reign, and Thou a - lone!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt. Tune: Thomas Olivers, 1725-99

Baptism of Zoe Rose Poppe

Kyrie

Lord, have @ mer -cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up -
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.
Salutation and Collect of the Day
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h® The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.
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@ Let us pray.

(P} Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious
visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

£ | ‘
[ D [ | [ | I |
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 35:1-10

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus;
%it shall blossom abundantly
and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the LORD,
the majesty of our God.



3Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
4Say to those who have an anxious heart,
“Be strong; fear not!
Behold, your God
will come with vengeance,
with the recompense of God.
He will come and save you.”
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
Sthen shall the lame man leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.
For waters break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
’the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;
in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
8And a highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Way of Holiness;
the unclean shall not pass over it.
It shall belong to those who walk on the way;
even if they are fools, they shall not go astray.
°No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.
9And the ransomed of the LORD shall return
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain gladness and joy,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle James 5:7-11
"Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the
earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for
the coming of the Lord is at hand. °Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged;
behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 1°As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who
spoke in the name of the Lord. 'Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the
steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia & Verse
The congregation sings the alleluias before and after the verse.
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Al-le - lu - ida. Alle-lu - ia. Alle-Ilu - ia.

Verse: Behold, | send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.



Holy Gospel Matthew 11:2-15

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

2\When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples ®and said to him, “Are you
the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and
see: Sthe blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up,
and the poor have good news preached to them. ®And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”

"As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness
to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8wWhat then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those
who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. *What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more
than a prophet. °This is he of whom it is written,

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.’

UTruly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one
who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 2From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of
heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. 3For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John,
l4and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. *®He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

511 Herald, Sound the Note of Judgment The choir sings stanza 1.
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1 Her - ald, sound the note  of judg - ment, Warn - ing
2 Her - ald, sound the note of glad - ness; Tell the
3 Her - ald, sound the note  of par - don— Those re -
4 Her - ald, sound the note of tri - umph; Christ has
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us of right and wrong, Turn-ing us from  sin and
news that Christ is  here; Make a path - way through the
pent - ing are for - giv’n; God re - ceives His  way - ward
come to share our life, Bring-ing God’s own love and
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sad - ness Till once more we  sing the song.
des - ert For the one who brings God near.
chil - dren, And to them new life 1s giv’'n.
pow - er, Grant - ing vic - try in our strife.
A Refrain
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Sound the trum-pet! Tell the mes-sage: Christ, the Sav-ior king, is  come!

Text: Moir A. J. Waters, 1906-80 Tune: © 1975 Stainer & Bell Ltd, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001620
Tune: David McCarthy, 1931 Text: © 1977 Moir A. J. Waters. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001620



Sermon

Offertory
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Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re -
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tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men.
Offering

Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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(P} The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.
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(P} Lift wup  your hearts.
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.
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() Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to do.

(P) Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared,



proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling
sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly LordGod of Sab - a-oth;
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heav’'n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho-san - na,
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ho - san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless-ed is He,
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bless-edis He, bless-edis He that com-eth in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My =~ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
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Agnus Dei
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O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak - est a-way the sin of the
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world, have mer-cyup-onus. O Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that
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tak -est a-way the sin of the world, havemer-cyup-on us.
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O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding
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1 Hark! A thrill - ing voice is sound - ing! “Christ is
2 Star - tled at the sol - emn warn - ing, Let the
3 See, the Lamb, so long ex - pect - ed, Comes with
4 So, when next He comes in glo - ry And the
A5 Hon - or, glo - ry, might, do - min - ion To the
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near,” we hear it say. “Cast a - way the
earth - bound soul a - rise; Christ, its sun, all
par - don down from heav’'n. Let us haste, with
world is  wrapped in fear, He will  shield us
Fa - ther and the Son With the ev - er -
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works of dark - ness, All you chil - dren of the day!”
sloth dis - pel - ling, Shines up - on the morn-ing skies.
tears of sor - row, One and all, to be for - giv'n;
with His mer - cy And  with words of love draw near.
liv - ing Spir - it While e - ter - nal a - ges run!

Text: Latin, c. 5th-10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-78, alt. Tune: William H. Monk, 1823-89

347 Comgort, Comfort Ye My People
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1 “Com - fort, com - fort ye My peo - ple, Speak ye peace,” thus
2 Yea, her sins our God will par - don, Blot - ting out each
3 Hark, the her - ald’s voice is cry - ing In the des - ert
4 Make ye straight what long was crook - ed; Make the rough - er
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saith our God; “Com-fort those who sit in dark-ness, Mourn-ing
dark mis-deed; All that well de-served His an - ger He no
far and near, Call - ing sin- ners to re - pen-tance, Since the
plac - es plain. Let your hearts be true and hum-ble, As be -



[ 9| f —1 T ) —1 i 1 T f ]
Hey>— . 2 = e S f— o —- — S—
NIV I I S 1] I I I I b ]
.) I ' I
‘neath their sor - rows’ load. Speak ye to Je - ru - sa-lem
more  will see or heed. She hath suf-fered man-ya day,
King - dom now is here. O that warn - ing cry o - bey!
fits His ho - ly vreign. For the glo - ry of the Lord
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Of the peace that waits for them; Tell her that her
Now  her griefs have passed a - way; God  will change her
Now  pre - pare for God a way; Let the  val - leys
Now o’er earth is shed a-broad, And all  flesh shall
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sins I cov - er And her war - fare now is o - ver”
pin - ing sad - ness In - to ev - er-spring-ing glad - ness.
rise to meet Him And the hills bow down to greet Him.
see the to - ken That His Word is nev - er bro - ken.

Text: Johann Olearius, 1611-84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt. Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois

350 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come
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1 Come, Thou pre - cious Ran - som, come, On - ly hope for
2 En - ter now my  wait - ing heart, Glo - rious King and
3 My ho - san - nas and my palms Gra - cious - ly re -
4 Hail!  Ho - san - na, Da - vid’s Son! Je - sus, hear our
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sin - ful mor - tals! Come, O Sav - ior of the world!
Lord most ho - ly. Dwell in me and ne’er de - part,
ceive, 1 pray Thee; Ev - er- more, as best 1 can,
sup - pli - ca - tion! Let Thy king - dom, scep - ter, crown,
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O - pen are to Thee all por - tals. Come, Thy beau - ty
Though I am but poor and low - ly. Ah, what rich - es
Sav - ior, I will hom-age pay Thee, And in faith 1
Bring us bless-ing and sal - va - tion, That for - ev - er
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let us see; Anx - ious - ly we wait for Thee.
will be mine When Thou art my  guest di - vine!
will em - brace, Lord, Thy mer - it through Thy grace.
we may sing: Hail! Ho - san - na to our King.

Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt. Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmst&dtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699,

Darmstadt



Nunc Dimittis
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac-
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cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
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a light to light-en the Gen - tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
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peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo - ry  be to the Father and
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isnow,and ev-er shall be, world with -out end. A -men.

Thanksgiving
N 4

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
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A - men.



Salutation
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And with thy  spir - it.
Benedicamus
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Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

Benediction
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@) The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make
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His face shine upon you and be gra - cious un - to you.
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon youand *I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.

338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

T o T
1 Come, Thoulong-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, Born to set Thy peo-ple free;
2 Born Thy peo-ple to de-liv-er; Born a child and yet a king!

From our fears and sins re-lease us; Let us find our rest in Thee.
Born to reign in us for-ev - er, Now Thy gra - cious king-dom bring.
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Is - rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, Hope of all the earth Thou art,
By Thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it Rule in all our hearts a - lone;
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Dear de - sire of ev-ry na-tion, Joy of ev-’ry long-ing heart.
By Thine all - suf - fi - cient mer-it Raise us to Thy glo-rious throne.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt. Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven

Music During the Distribution
Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers setting by Paul Bouman
The text is found at LSB 515.
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God’s People at Prayer

“TAKE-ALONG FOR HOME DEVOTIONS”

Readings from Holy Scripture

The following can be read in the morning and evening, as suggested here,
or in any way that best works with your schedule.

Morning Prayer Evening Prayer

Sunday Is 30:15-26 Rev 2:1-29
Monday Is 30:27—31:9 Rev 3:1-22
Tuesday Is 32:1-20 Rev 4:1-11
Wednesday Is 33:1-24 Rev 5:1-14
Thursday Is 34:1-2, 8—35:10 Rev 6:1-17
Friday Is 40:1-17 Rev 7:1-17
Saturday Is 40:18—41:10 Rev 8:1-13
Small Catechism
Thy kingdom come.

What does this mean?
The kingdom of God certainly comes by itself without our
prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may come to us also.

Large Catechism

What is the kingdom of God? Simply that God sent his Son into the
world to redeem and deliver us from the power of the devil and to
bring us to himself and rule us as a king of righteousness, life, and
salvation against sin, death, and an evil conscience. To this end he also
gave his Holy Spirit to teach us this through his holy Word and to
enlighten and strengthen us in faith by his power. God’s kingdom
comes to us in two ways: first, it comes here, in time, through the
Word and faith, and secondly, in eternity, it comes through the final
revelation. Now, we pray for both of these, that it may come to those
who are not yet in it, and that it may come by daily growth here and
in eternal life hereafter to us who have attained it. All this is simply to
say: “Dear Father, give us thy Word, that the Gospel may be sincerely
preached throughout the world and that it may be received by faith
and may work and live in us. So we pray that thy kingdom may prevail
among us through the Word and the power of the Holy Spirit, that the
devil’s kingdom may be overthrown and he may have no right or
power over us, until finally the devil’s kingdom shall be utterly
destroyed and that we may live forever in perfect righteousness and
blessedness.”

For Next Sunday
Isaiah 7:10-17; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25

Daily Prayer
Kyrie
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Prayer for Others and Ourselves

For each day of the week, let the following topics guide your prayer. Also
include members from the congregation as listed under “Intercessions and
Thanksgivings” on the insert sheet.

Sunday: For the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of
faith nourished by the Word and the Sacraments.

Monday: For faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for
one’s calling and daily work; for the unemployed; for the
salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges,
and seminaries; for good government and for peace.

Tuesday: For deliverance against temptation and evil; for the
addicted and despairing, the tortured and oppressed; for those
struggling with sin.

Wednesday: For marriage and family, that husbands and wives,
parents and children live in ordered harmony according to the
Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our
communities and neighborhoods.

Thursday: For the Church and her pastors; for teachers,
deaconesses, and other church workers; for missionaries and for
all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the
blessed Sacrament of Christ’s body and blood.

Friday: For the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ and for the spread of His knowledge throughout the
whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and
dying.

Saturday: For faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who
are withering in the faith or have fallen away; for receptive
hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors
and people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s
holy gifts.

Lord’s Prayer

Final Collect

Make us, O Lord, our God, watchful and heedful in awaiting the
coming of Your Son Christ, our Lord, that when He, shall come and
knock, He may find us not sleeping in sin, but awake, and rejoicing
in His praise; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.

Hymn

Your kingdom come. Guard Your domain
And Your eternal righteous reign.
The Holy Ghost enrich our day
With gifts attendant on our way.
Break Satan’s pow’r, defeat his rage;
Preserve Your Church from age to age. (LSB 766:3)



