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578 Thy Strong Word

The choir sings stanzas 2 and 4.

5

D 6

Give us lips to sing Thy glory,
Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim,
Throats that shout the hope that fills us,
Mouths to speak Thy holy name.
Alleluia, alleluia!
May the light which Thou dost send
Fill our songs with alleluias,
Alleluias without end!
God the Father, light-creator,
To Thee laud and honor be.
To Thee, Light of Light begotten,
Praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, light-revealer,
Glory, glory be to Thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever
Praise the holy Trinity!

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001620

Confession and Absolution
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P
C

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

P

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of
our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God
and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His
grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

C

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

P

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us into Your
one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be
in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
Amen.

C

Service of the Word
Kyrie

Gloria in Excelsis

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P

Let us pray.
Almighty and merciful God, it is by Your grace that we live as Your people who offer acceptable service. Grant
that we may walk by faith, and not by sight, in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C

Amen.

Old Testament Reading
Genesis 15:1–6
1After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your
reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the
heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member
of my household will be my heir.” 4And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir;
your very own son shall be your heir.” 5And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the
stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6And he believed the LORD,
and he counted it to him as righteousness.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle

Hebrews 11:1–16
1

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2For by it the people of old
received their commendation. 3By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is
seen was not made out of things that are visible.
4By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended as righteous,
God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks. 5By faith Enoch
was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was
taken he was commended as having pleased God. 6And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would
draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 7By faith Noah, being warned by
God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he
condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.
8
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he
went out, not knowing where he was going. 9By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living
in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he was looking forward to the city that has
foundations, whose designer and builder is God. 11By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she
was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. 12Therefore from one man, and him as good as
dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the
seashore.
13These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar,
and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 14For people who speak thus make it clear
that they are seeking a homeland. 15If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would
have had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not
ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

Luke 12:22–40

said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat, nor about
your body, what you will put on. 23For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. 24Consider the ravens:
they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are
you than the birds! 25And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 26If then you are not
able to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious about the rest? 27Consider the lilies, how they grow: they
22[Jesus]

neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28But if God so
clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he
clothe you, O you of little faith! 29And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. 30For
all the nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31Instead, seek his
kingdom, and these things will be added to you.
32“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and
give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not
fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
35
“Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36and be like men who are waiting for their master to come
home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are
those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself for service and
have them recline at table, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and
finds them awake, blessed are those servants! 39But know this, that if the master of the house had known at what hour
the thief was coming, he would not have left his house to be broken into. 40You also must be ready, for the Son of Man
is coming at an hour you do not expect.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

666 O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe

Text: Jacob Fabricius, 1593–1654; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Tune: German, 1534, Nürnberg

Sermon
Prayer of the Church
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of
reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3).

Offering
Service of the Sacrament
Preface
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy
Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation.
Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is
now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death
and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your onlybegotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly
barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a
second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit
that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and
salvation that come to us in His body and blood.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
Agnus Dei

Text: Stephen P. Starke

711 Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us

Text: Hymns for the Young, 1836, 4th ed., London, alt. Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68

726 Evening and Morning

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; (sts. 1–2): tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87, alt.; (sts. 3–4): tr. Hermann H. M. Brueckner, 1866–1942, alt.
Tune: Johann G. Ebeling, 1637–76 Text (sts. 1–2): Public domain
Text (sts. 3–4): © 1930 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001620

Nunc Dimittis

Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
C Amen.
Benedicamus
A Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
Choral Closing The Lord Bless You and Keep You

T T T
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Daily Prayer

God’s People at Prayer
“TAKE-ALONG FOR HOME DEVOTIONS”

Readings from Holy Scripture
The following can be read in the morning and evening, as suggested here,
or in any way that best works with your schedule.

Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Morning Prayer

Evening Prayer

1 Sam. 20:24–42
1 Sam. 24:1–22
1 Sam. 25:1–22
1 Sam. 25:23–44
1 Sam. 26:1–25
1 Sam. 28:3–25
1 Sam. 31:1–13

1 Cor. 1:1–25
1 Cor. 1:26—2:16
1 Cor. 3:1–23
1 Cor. 4:1–21
1 Cor. 5:1–13
1 Cor. 6:1–20
1 Cor. 7:1–24

Small Catechism
The Eighth Commandment
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
What does this mean?
We should fear and love God so that we do not tell lies
about our neighbor, betray him, slander him, or hurt his
reputation, but defend him, speak well of him, and explain
everything in the kindest possible way.

Large Catechism
Besides our own body, our wife or husband, and our temporal
property, we have one more treasure which is indispensable to us,
namely, our honor and good name, for it is intolerable to live
among men in public disgrace and contempt. Therefore God will
not have our neighbor deprived of his reputation, honor, and
character any more than of his money and possessions; he would
have every man maintain his self-respect before his wife, children,
servants, and neighbors. Thus in our relations with one another, we
should veil whatever blemishes and infirmities we find in our
neighbor, doing our utmost to serve and help him to promote his
honor. On the other hand, we should prevent everything that tends
to his disgrace. It is a particularly fine, noble virtue always to put
the best construction upon all we may hear about our neighbor.

Kyrie
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Prayer for Others and Ourselves
For each day of the week, let the following topics guide your prayer. Also
include members from the congregation as listed under “Intercessions and
Thanksgivings” on the insert sheet.

Sunday: For the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of
faith nourished by the Word and the Sacraments.
Monday: For faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for
one’s calling and daily work; for the unemployed; for the
salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools,
colleges, and seminaries; for good government and for peace.
Tuesday: For deliverance against temptation and evil; for the
addicted and despairing, the tortured and oppressed; for those
struggling with sin.
Wednesday: For marriage and family, that husbands and wives,
parents and children live in ordered harmony according to the
Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for
our communities and neighborhoods.
Thursday: For the Church and her pastors; for teachers,
deaconesses, and other church workers; for missionaries and
for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of
the blessed Sacrament of Christ’s body and blood.
Friday: For the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ and for the spread of His knowledge throughout the
whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick
and dying.
Saturday: For faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those
who are withering in the faith or have fallen away; for
receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day;
for pastors and people as they prepare to administer and
receive Christ’s holy gifts.
Lord’s Prayer
Final Collect
Almighty and ever-living God, You make us both to will and to do
those things that are good and acceptable in Your sight. Grant that
only gracious words would pass from our lips as we build one
another up in all that we say and do; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord.

Hymn
_____________________________

For Next Sunday
Jeremiah 23:16–29; Hebrews 11:17–31; 12:1–3; Luke 12:49–53

“Bear no false witness nor defame
Your neighbor nor destroy his name,
But view him in the kindest way;
Speak truth in all that you say.”
Have mercy, Lord! (LSB 581:9)

